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Name of the Book: India and the Contemporary World – II. 

 

Chapter 1- The Rise of Nationalism in Europe. 

 

Step1 
 

  Students to study from textbook- 
Chapter1: The Rise of Nationalism in Europe. 

Step2   Students may clear doubts from teacher over phone/whatsapp. 

Step3    Students to revise using the following bullet points – 

 Rise of Nationalism in Europe (page no. 3)- Picture analysis-- 
 Nationalism emerged in Europe during the 19

th
 century leading to the formation of 

nation- states in Europe. 

 1848- Frederic Sorrier (French artist) visualized the world as a democratic & 

social republics. 

 He prepared a series of four paintings-- the most famous being ‗The Dream of 

Worldwide Democratic and Social Republics‘ 

 It shows peoples of Europe and America on a long march paying homage to the 
statue of Liberty. 

 Liberty – personified as a female figure carrying the Torch of Enlightenment 

and the Charter of the Rights of Man 

 On the foreground remains of symbols of absolute monarchy 

 People were identified through their national costumes and flags 

 Leading the march- US and Switzerland (already Nation- states by then) 

 Followed by France, Germany, Austria, Kingdom of Two Siciles, Lombardy, 

Poland, Scotland, Ireland, Hungary and Russia 

 From Heaven- Christ, saints and angels gaze upon the scene. 

 Concept of Nation State: 

 Nation states to replace multi- national dynastic empire in Europe 

 Power centralized to control a defined territory 

 Major citizens developed common  identity 

 They shared common history or descent 

 Common people unitedly struggled for their rights 

 
 Measures adopted by French Revolutionaries to create a sense of collective 

identity among the French people:- 

 Idea of La Patrie (Father land)  & le Citoyen (The Citizen) 

 Equal rights under a constitution 

 Tricolor flag replaced the   royal flag 

 Active citizens elected the National Assembly 

 Oaths taken and martyrs commemorated 

 New hymns (patriotic songs) composed 

 Introduced central administrative system 

 Removed internal custom duties and dues 

 Uniform laws for all 

 Uniform system of weights and measures 

 Common language – French 

 

 



 

 Mission of the French Revolutionaries:- 

 Free people of Europe from despotism. 

 Reaction of the people towards developments in France:- 

 Educated middle class formed Jacobin clubs 

 French armies spread the ideas of Liberty and Equality across Europe. 

 Napoleonic Code or Civil Code of 1804-- Napoleon restored monarchy but also 

introduced many liberal administrative policies in France and his newly conquered 

lands:- 

 Ended privileges by birth 

 Established equality before law 

 Secured right to property 

 Simplified administration 

 Removed feudal system 

 Freed peasants from serfdom (bonded labour) 

 Pardoned manorial dues ( land revenue) 

 Removed restrictions on trade guilds ( traders associations) 

 Improved transport & communication 

 Introduced standard weights & measures 

 Introduced common national currency 

 Reaction of people under the French conquests:- 

 Initially many welcomed the French armies as ‗harbingers ( messengers) of liberty‘ 

 Later they became hostile towards the French armies for: 

 Imposed censorship ( control over the media) 

 Increased taxes 

 Forced conscription. 

 Common features in Europe in the mid-18
th

 century:- 

 No nation state existed 

 Europe divide into kingdoms, duchies & cantons 

 Autocratic rulers 

 People shared no collective identity or common culture 

 Spoke different languages 

 Belonged to different ethnic groups. Ex. Habsburg Empire had diverse population 

speaking different languages & dialects and so on. But all under one ruler 

 Features of the aristocrats in Europe:- 

 They owned country houses & town houses 

 Language- French 

 Families connected by marriage 

 Common lifestyle 

 Less in number but powerful 

 Emergence of the middle class:- 

 Second half of the 18
th

 century- Industrialisation began in England 

 19
th

 century- Industrialisation spread in parts of Europe 

 New social groups emerged—i) Working class 

                                                ii) Middle class 

 Liberalism in the Political Sphere:- 

• Liberalism derives from Latin root ‗liber‘ meaning free. 

• For new middle classes, liberalism stood for individual freedom & equality before 
law. 

• Politically it wanted government by consent. 

• Since the French Revolution it stood for end of autocracy and privileges, demand 
for constitution, representative government through parliament. 
 

• In the nineteenth century it stressed for protection of private property. 

• In revolutionary France only property owning men were to vote. 

 



 
 Liberalism in the Economic Sphere: 

 Freedom of market 

 Free movements of goods and capital. 

 New commercial class argued for a unified economic territory allowing free  
movement of goods, people & capital. 
 

 Zollverein: -  
 A customs union formed by Prussia &  joined by other German states. 

 Removed tariff barriers 

 Currencies reduced to two. 

 Economic interest led to growth of national sentiments. 

 

 A New Conservatism after 1815: 

 New spirit of conservatism in Europe after the defeat of Napoleon. 

 Conservatives believed in preservation of traditional institutions like monarchy, the 
Church, social hierarchies, property and the family. 

 Napoleon‘s reforms made them realize the importance of modern army, bureaucracy, 

dynamic economy & abolition of feudalism for stronger autocratic monarchy. 

 

 Treaty of Vienna (1815):- 

• Participation of representatives of Britain, Russia, Prussia and Austria at Vienna 
headed by Austrian Chancellor Duke Metternich. 

 

 Main objective of the Vienna Treaty: 

➢ To restore the monarchies overthrown by Napoleon. 

➢ To create a new conservative order in Europe. 

 Provisions of the Treaty of Vienna:- 

➢ France -- Restored Bourbon dynasty  

➢ In the north -- Netherlands was set up by including Belgium. 

➢ Genoa was added to Piedmont in the south. 

➢ Prussia: G o t important territories on its west & parts of      Saxony 

➢ Austria: Got control over northern Italy. 

➢ Russia: Got a part of Poland. 

 

 Giuseppe Mazzini- Italian Revolutionary:- 

➢ Born in Genoa in 1807. 

➢ Member of secret society of the Carbonari. 

➢ Exiled for attempting revolution in Liguria in 1831. 

➢ He founded two underground societies- Young Italy in Marseilles & Young 
Europe in Berne. 

➢ His vision was to see Italy as a unified republic. 

➢ Metternich described him as the ―most dangerous enemy of conservatism‖. 
 

 July Revolution of 1830 in France:- 

➢ The Bourbon kings in France were overthrown by liberal revolutionaries. 

➢ Louis Philippe was installed as constitutional monarch. 

 Revolution in Belgium:- 

➢ Belgium broke away from Netherlands following an uprising in Brussels. 

 

 Greek War of Independence:- 

➢ Greece was part of Ottoman Empire since the fifteenth century. 

➢ Beginning of Greek war of independence in 1821 due to the growth of 
revolutionary nationalism in Europe. 

➢ Support from Greeks living in exile and many west Europeans having  respect for 
ancient Greek culture and civilization. 

 



 

➢ Public opinion mobilized in support of Greek struggle against a Muslim 
Empire. 

➢ English poet Lord Byron organized fund and fought in the war. 

➢ Finally, Greece was recognized as an independent nation by the treaty of 
Constantinople of 1832. 
 

3.1 Romantic Imagination and National feeling:- 

• Romanticism was a cultural movement to develop nationalism through art, poetry, 
stories, music, and dance. 

➢ It focuses on emotions, intuitions and mystical feeling. 

• Its effort was to create a shared collective heritage, common cultural past as the 
basis of a nation. 

• Johann Gottfried Herder was a German philosopher who popularized national 
spirit through folk culture. 

• Vernacular language was used to carry the idea of nationalism amongst 
illiterate people. 

• Karol Kurpinski used operas and music to celebrate national spirit in Poland. 

➢ Use of Polish language became symbol of struggle against Russian  dominance. 

 

 Hunger, Hardship and Popular Revolt:- 
 Rapid increase in population in Europe in the first half of the 19

th
  century led to:- 

 Unemployment. 

 Migration from rural areas to the cities. 
 Stiff competition from cheap machine-made goods from England. 

 Peasants struggled under feudal system. 

 Widespread pauperism. 
 1848 Revolution in France: 

• Food shortages & widespread unemployment. 

• Barricades were created and Louis Philippe was forced to flee. 

• Second Republic was formed in France. 

• Universal male suffrage and right to work was granted. 

• National workshop to provide employment was set up. 
 Silesian Weavers’ uprising:- 

 Drastic reduction of payments to weavers by contractors. 

 Demand of higher wages by weavers. 

 4 June 1845 --Violent workers ransacked the property of the contractor but was 

suppressed. 

 

 3.3 The Revolution of the Liberals:- 

 Demands of the liberals in Germany, Italy, Poland & Austro-Hungarian Empire: 

 Constitution, 
  National unification 
  Freedom of press & association. 

 

 Frankfurt Parliament in Germany: 

 Political associations by middle-class voted for an all-German National 

Assembly with 831 elected representatives. 

 On 18 May 1848 parliament held in the Church of St Paul. 
 A constitution was drafted for the German nation to be headed a monarch under a 

parliament. 

 The crown was offered to the King of Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm IV who  

rejected the offer & opposed the elected assembly. 

 Parliament was dominated by the middle class. Soon it lost support of the workers as 

they opposed their demands. 

 Finally troops were called in & the Frankfurt Parliament was disbanded. 

 



 

 Issue of political rights to women during revolutions of the liberals: 

 Political right for women was a controversial issue. 

 Large number of women participated in the liberal movements. 

 Women formed their own political associations & founded newspapers.  

 They took part in political meetings and demonstrations.  

 Women were denied of voting rights and admitted in the Frankfurt parliament as 

observers to stand in the visitors‘ gallery. 

 

 Impact of the Frankfurt Parliament on Europe:- 
 Monarchs realized the need to grant concessions to the liberal-nationalist 

revolutionaries. 

 Serfdom and bonded labor were abolished in the Habsburg Empire.  

 Hungarians were granted more autonomy in  Russia. 

 

 

Step4 

 

Students to solve the questions given below:-  

 

 I. MCQs (1 mark) :  

 

1) Identify the correct statement with regard to the ‗Zollverein‘ from the following options: 

 

 A. It was a coalition of Prussian states formed to manage political alliances.  

B. Its aim was to bind the Prussia politically into an association. 

 C. It was a customs union at the initiative of Prussia.  

D. It helped to awaken and raise national sentiment in Europe 

 

2) Which of the following countries were involved in the Three Wars with Prussia and 

ended with victory and unification of Germany?  

A. Austria, Poland and France  

B. Austria, Denmark and France 

 C. Austria, Turkey and France 

 D. Austria, England and France 

 

3) Who among the following was the founder of ‗Young Europe‘ underground secret society 

in Berne?  

A. Giuseppe Garibaldi  

B. Giuseppe Mazzini  

C. Count Cavour  

D. Otto von Bismarck 

 

4) Which of the following was the result of the Act of Union, 1707?  

A. Unification of Germany  

B. Unification of the kingdom of Great Britain  

C. Unification of Italy 

 D. Unification of Vietnam 

 

5) Identify the ideology under which people demanded freedom of markets in early 

nineteenth-century Europe. 

 A. Romanticism 

 B. Liberalism  

C. Socialism 

 D. Rationalism 

 

 

 



 

   6)Following image is the personification of Germany commonly associated with the       

      Romantic Era and the Revolutions of 1848. 

 

 
        Identify its name from among the following options. 

 Options: 

 A. Marianna 

 B. Philip Viet  

C. Germania  

D. La Italia 

 

   7) In the question given below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and (R)     

      Reason.  

      Read the statements and choose the correct statements. 

 

     Assertion (A): The July revolution sparked an uprising in Brussels which led     

     to Belgium breaking away from the United Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

     Reason (R): The first upheaval took place in France in July 1830. 

     

     Options : 

a. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A. 

b. Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

c. A is correct but R is wrong. 

d. A is wrong but R is correct. 

 

8) Identify the practice/practices adopted by the French Revolutionaries to create a 

sense of collective identity. 

     A. The ideas of La Patrie and La citoyen 

     B. A centralized administrative system 

     C. Uniform system of weights and measures 

     D. All of the above. 

 

  9) Identify the incorrect statement from the following- 

         A spirit of Conservatism in Europe seen after 1815 integrated- 

       

A. Conservatives believed in established traditional institutions of social hierarchies. 

B. They did not propose a return to a society of pre-revolutionary days. 

C. They realized that modernization could strengthen traditional institutions like 

monarchy. 

D. They believed in the free spirit of democratic ideals to be incorporated in the 

monarchical regimes. 



 

   10) Which of the following is not a feature of a nation-state? 

A. The ruler exercise sovereign control over its population 

B. People share a common identity or descent 

C. The commonness was forged through struggles. 

D. People have strong devotion for its history and culture 

 

   11) Which of the following was an example of absolutist institutions? 

A. Broken chain 

B. Constitution 

C. Monarchy 

D. Statue of Liberty 

12) Arrange the following events in chronological order. 

I. Unification of Germany  

II. Treaty of Constantinople 

III. Treaty of Vienna  

IV. Act of Union  

 

A. III, IV, II, I 

B. IV, II, III, I 

C. IV, III, II, I 

D. II, I, IV, III 

 

   13) Identify the correctly matched pair. 

A. Duke Metternich – Prussia 

B. Karol Kurpinski - Poland 

C. Wolfe Tone – Scotland 

D. Louis Philippe – Italy 

 

     14) Why did the Polish nationalists rise into an armed uprising in 1831? 

A. To establish a republic 

B. To end German domination 

C. To overthrow the Russian rule 

D. To establish the authority of the Polish Church  

   II. Descriptive type answer questions: 

 

1) ‗Equality before law did not necessarily stand for universal suffrage.‘ Justify your    

 answer.                                                                                                                 3m 

  2) ―Ideas of national unity in the nineteenth century Europe were closely allied to  
       the ideology of liberalism.‖ Explain what did liberalism imply in political and  

       economic spheres.                                                                                       3+2=5m 
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